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More than 50 years after its introduction into routine clinical practice, and 
despite an abundance of (often undeserved) criticism, cardiotocography (CTG) 
remains at the centre of Obstetric care, both in antepartum and intrapartum set-
tings. The technology was deeply linked with the development of the modern 
concepts of evidence-based medicine, at a time when their limitations were still 
largely unknown. Excessive expectations, premature conduction of randomized 
controlled trials before adequate knowledge on pathophysiology was estab-

eventually led to mixed and underpowered results, often interpreted negatively 
by eminent people with limited clinical experience. Despite the negativity that 
surrounded CTG for many years, it is curious to observe that healthcare profes-
sionals maintained their trust in the technology and have used it to continue 
improving perinatal mortality over the last decades, and to reduce intrapartum 
stillbirths to unprecedented levels. 

This book edited by Prof. Gheorghe C. Peltecu is an important contribu-

from the history of CTG, to the physiology underlying intrapartum hypoxia and 

touches on application of this knowledge in selected clinical cases.

The book will constitute interesting reading for obstetricians, residents 
and midwives. It is also an excellent review of the topic for all of those that have 
a special interest in this fascinating area of Obstetrics.

Diogo Ayres-de-Campos
Professor and Chair of Obstetrics
Medical School, Santa Maria Hospital, Lisbon, Portugal
President-Elect European Association of Perinatal Medicine
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nivele nemaiîntâlnit.

care au un interes particular în acest fascinant domeniu al obstetricii.

Diogo Ayres-de-Campos
Professor and Chair of Obstetrics
Medical School, Santa Maria Hospital, Lisbon, Portugal
President-Elect European Association of Perinatal Medicine
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